Public Relations Report for December 19, 2010
The Public Relations committee cancelled its meeting for December 12th and did not meet.  
Post-Christmas Cabaret
Publicity for the Cabaret was very successful.
· 370 postcards were mailed out via the mailing list – 9 were returned and these names and addresses were deleted or updated based on the information provided by the post office.

· 50 posters were distributed throughout the south central PA region.  There was some confusion with the posting of signs within the Isaac’s establishments.  An e-mail was sent to the president of the company and to the Paxton Street manager.  An apology letter was received from the president and we have established a procedure for getting our signs posted within the restaurant in the future.
· The Patriot-News listed us as the 4th “Must Do” item in the Sunday paper on the day of our concert!

· We were included in seven different print mediums for the concert (newspapers, magazines, programs, etc.)

Press Releases for “It’s a Gay World After All”
The press release for the January concert has been completed and will be sent to Lucy within the next week.  She has created a master listserv so that all press releases are sent via e-mail to our contacts.  The “reply to” field has been changed to info@harrisburgmenschorus.org so that all inquiries will be centralized and responded to from our chorus address rather than a personal e-mail account.  This appeared to work well for the Cabaret in getting the word out to the media and other businesses and considerably cut down on our mailing costs (only 17 press release mailings had to go out – two were returned and have been updated on the master listing).  We will continue this procedure for January.
Publicity for January Concert
The following items have been secured for publicizing the Christmas Cabaret:
· Central Voice – January/February edition – full article on concert (No cost)

· Posted on the following online events’ calendars:

· WGAL Online Events Calendar 
· WHTM Online Events Calendar 
· WHP-21 Online Events Calendar 
· WITF – RSVPA Online Events Calendar 

· Postcards and posters are “in the works” for the concert.  They will be completed by week’s end (see postcard note that follows).
Exchange Advertisement Updates:
The following exchange ads have been secured for upcoming concerts:
· Art Association of Harrisburg (2/5/2011) – a one-time ad in their “Bal Masque” fundraising event in March.  This will be a full-page, color ad for us!
· Open Stage – ad has been submitted promoting all our upcoming concerts. This will be a full-page, black and white ad to appear in all their future show programs.
· Theatre Harrisburg – ad has been submitted promoting all our upcoming concerts.  This means exposure in three programs – Crazy for You, Same Time Next Year, and Gypsy.  This will be a half-page, black and white ad.
· Securing advertising space with the Sentinel “Alive!” section (similar to the Patriot-News “Go!” section) – contact has been made with the advertising manager and awaiting word back as to the cost.
· Still pursuing advertising space via the My Community Events website at www.MyCommunityEvents.com 

Exchange Advertisement Updates:
The Central PA Womyn’s Chorus has approached the PR committee about a joint effort in postcard mailings for the January concerts of both choruses:

· Larger postcard than we normally use (full sheet, cut in half)

· Would include the Womyn’s January 9th concert and our concert, each having half the page

· This would increase our exposure to a little over 700 more people using the Womyn’s mailing list

· This would go out on December 27th 

· The Womyn’s chorus would pay for the ink to print the postcards

· The Womyn’s chorus already has some cardstock to utilize and the two choruses would split the cost of any additional stock that would need to be purchased

· Each chorus would be responsible for printing their own mailing labels

· We would then have a mailing party to label and stamp the postcards

· Unsure how the cost of the postage would be split – awaiting word from Cathy

Respectfully submitted by Kevin Wagner, HMC PR Committee Chair, December 14, 2010.
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