Production Committee Report
May 2013

The Chorus Production Committee met on Wednesday evening, May 8th at the Theatre Harrisburg Production Center. In attendance were committee members Kevin Nield, Wayne Minich II, Jeff Mitchell, Board President, Jordan Markhan, Guest Conductor of the June concert and Paul Foltz, Chair. The sole content of the meeting was to review and solidify the plans for the June Concert.

The stage set up/design was the first item to be discussed. Decisions made include:


Setting the stage in front of the double doors to the costume area


Having a drapery background effect using the sheet plastics as were used at the Easter cabaret


Use two single step platforms in a ‘v’ formation 


Have two side entrances for the singers and no upstage center entrance


Utilize a color scheme of pale pink and silver/grey

Paul noted that we just acquired the services of Brandon Rubinic, the person who helped us with our sound system set up last year, to assist again this year with tech.

Subsequent to the meeting, Kevin produced a series of set renderings incorporating these ideas which were shared with the committee and conductor and received final approval.
The concert song order was finalized noting where ensembles would take place, where the singers would leave stage and where we would need to ‘buy some time’ for changes to occur. 
How and when choralography was going was discussed: Jeff is having the ‘Krupke’ singers come in early on the 13th to start his blocking and Wayne is distributing/reviewing the steps for the two 50’s ensembles at their respective rehearsal times on the 15th. Paul noted that we still need someone to play the ‘Drunken Sailor’ and reviewed the concept for the song involving limited chorus action and the audience’s participation. Due to difficulties learning the song, it was decided to eliminate any movement for the chorus in ‘Gays for Days’.

The last portion of the meeting was spent in a review of the existing prop/costume list making note of where items are coming from, if we are missing anything and where it might be found, and if there were any new additions to the list. New bow ties in pink would be purchased to use with our silver vests for this concert.
With a last review of dates, call times, personnel needs yet to be filled as well as a final ‘brain-storming ‘ for any other items we may need for the concert the meeting was adjourned. Note was made that because we were able to actually start setting up in the Production Center as of Monday May 20th, there was no need to schedule an additional, pre-concert committee meeting and with tech week for the concert falling on our next regularly scheduled meeting date, the committee would probably not have another formal meeting until the summer and any needed decisions could be made by email consensus. 

Respectfully submitted

Paul R. Foltz

Chairman

Production Committee Report Addendum

Committee members had been asked to consider titles/themes for the upcoming season so initial announcements could be made at the June concert. Wayne provided us with a list of suggestions and there was one further one added to it, inspired by our current concert poster design. The ideas are as follows:

Musical Madness! – Songs and Medleys from Musicals thru the eras

America, the Beautiful – Patriotic Songs and Americana/Folk Songs and Medleys



This set could include a mash-up/medley of the four anthems of our Armed Forces

Wild, Wild West – More Folk Songs including old Country and Western

Rainbow Millennium – Gay specific songs over the past 100 years
Winter Wonderland - Winter and ‘Christmas’ oriented songs and medleys

Spring Fling – Spring oriented songs of Nature and Fun

Traveling Minstrels – Songs of Travel, Crossroads and transportation

This could include songs about how we travel, i.e. cars, trains, planes, walking, bicycles as well as other activities like swimming, boat, skating etc.

The Circus – Songs about circus life, performing 



Possible title:     The Harrisburg Gay Men’s Chorus is Under the Big Top

