Production Committee Report

The only way to accomplish this past month’s Production Committee meeting was via email. I sent a series of questions out for discussion and received limited response from committee members. Here is a compilation of the discussion and some recommendations.

Our main issues to deal with are the 2012-13 season and to get an update on June.

Next season, as it is laid out so far, includes a full blown Christmas/Birthday concert in December and a concert in June. There is a big empty space between.

At the last Board meeting, we approved a request by 1st Reformed in Lancaster to perform our Christmas concert on Friday December 7th. The Board then decided to limit our Christmas/Birthday concert to one performance only in Harrisburg and to have it on Sunday December 9th with the idea that it would have a later afternoon start time for a 'candle light' effect and have a reception afterward. Using U.C.H. on Clover Lane was suggested as the site.

 

Comments:  dw:  Sounds reasonable.
June's concert, if we want to use the Theatre Harrisburg Production Center, would have to fall on the weekend of June 7, 8, 9 to coincide with the middle weekend of their musical's run. Something to be aware of: in 2014 the Theatre is changing its season schedule and the musical will be moved into a May performance slot and a play will be done in June at the Production Center so our concert would not be able to be done there until June 20,21,22 which is rather late. 

Question: Since we have such a length of time to prep a Spring concert this year - do we want to try to do it earlier than June?

 

dw:  No.  No matter the weekend, I think June is the one constant in our programming.  The traditionalist in me asks that June be maintained, and if it's not at the Theater, then maybe a couple of concerts...Colonial Park UCC, Unity and maybe a 3rd venue.
I think it is a good idea to do some sort of performance between December and June. What would we like to consider? Suggestions have been made to do a cabaret or to sponsor a concert by one of our fellow GALA choruses.

Ideas and opinions?
BW: Also can we do like a spring cabaret or end of winter cabaret around February time frame again next year?
PF: If we do a cabaret, I think we should move it a little later, like into March - maybe make it a Spring is Sprung type thing
 

dw:  It's not a good idea; it's a necessity.  I would favor cozy-ing up to one of the regional groups during GALA to propose a joint concert, perhaps at our place AND at their place.  If a cabaret, there are a fair number of non-blasphemous Easter tunes and, for that matter, spring tunes that would continue the cabaret tradition.  
We need to establish themes/titles for the season concerts so PR can start its work - we have a brochure to have ready by June. Since we have a new conductor coming in, I feel these should be fairly generic to give him/her as much leeway as possible.

Opinions, ideas?

BE: Sounds good I will give the theme some ideas. Maybe something like "Summertime, Summertime, Sum sum summertime" of Fun in the sun.

Last agenda item: Where are we with prep for this June? 

 

dw:  I await Eric's updated lyrics for "I Do" and DZ's (David Zayas) proposed number, which I don't want to accept until I see it.  Unless someone comes up with other tunes, we're pretty much set.  Those numbers might well be done as ensemble pieces.
 

Projected images were suggested, as we did for the Broadway concert.  I love the idea, especially with shots (or even video) of as many concerts as possible.  I forget the man's name...he lives in York and his father taped a lot of concerts (Marvin Mernick).  For that matter, we can make stills from the videos.  However, I can't supply projectors, so that will need to be worked on...and white surfaces need to be created on side columns.  Or use sheets and do a rear projection, which may be safer than what we did before.  
Summary
As much as can be settled from the above, the committee is recommending the following for the 2012-13 season:

Full Christmas concert, Title: TBD, Sunday December 9, Unitarian Church of Harrisburg, Time: 3:00/3:30 with a reception after.

Cabaret or a Guest Joint Concert, Suggested Date: Saturday March 9 or Saturday March 2, Unitarian Church of Hbg. Details:TBD
Spring Concert, Title: TBD, Friday, Saturday, Sunday, June 7, 8 and 9, 8pm and 2 pm respectively, Theatre Harrisburg Production Center.

We will investigate having slides and/or video for the Spring Anniversary concert.

As is evident from the above, it is imperative that the committee get back to its schedule of regular meetings. The next scheduled meeting is Wednesday, April 4th, 5:30 pm at the Theatre Harrisburg Production Center. Please make every effort to attend this meeting. If schedules have changed and this time is no longer good for the majority of the committee members, we will try to find an alternate time.

Respectfully submitted,

Paul Foltz

Chair

