Colors of Our Lives
Production Notes

This is a synopsis of various committee discussions for the February concert with the Womyn’s Chorus. These are all subject to review and finalization by both choruses.

Venues:
At present the only confirmed performances are the 18TH of February at the Unitarian Church and the 19th of February at Unity Church. I am still trying to secure additional performances.
Structure: 
In an attempt to keep the running time for the concert as tight as possible, we want to use the following layout:

· Each chorus will prepare musical selections with a cumulative running time of 30 to 35 minutes. These will them be divided out among the various segments of the concerts. The combined choruses will do approximately 20 minutes of music and the readings will total 10 to 12 minutes. Allowing time for moving the groups on and off, applause and an intermission of 15 minutes the total running time for the concert should be about 2 hours and 15 minutes.
· The combined choruses should perform 5 to 6 pieces. These will definitely include The Colors of Our Lives, The Gender Bender Polka from “Girls and Boys with Stories” which will have some choreography added to it, and True Colors. Other titles that are suggested are Hand in Hand by Greg Gilpin, Why We Sing and Love Will Always be Our Song. These last two titles are from last year’s ‘Voices United’ concert, so the music is on hand and the choruses have some knowledge of the pieces.
· At present there are only four (4) stories submitted and they are being worked on to condense them for use in the concert. They include a gay male ‘outing’ story, a gay male partner abuse story, a gay male teen story, and a feminist story. We have had no responses from the lesbian or transgender communities.
· Currently, it is envisioned that the concert will have a spoken introduction by David Walker as the Choruses enter followed by two combined musical selections. There will be one reading next followed by three or more musical pieces. This becomes the pattern for the concert.  About midway through the combined chorus will do another one or two selections and the concert ends with a summary reading followed by the combined choruses last songs. The exact order of the concert will be determined when there are final performance lists and we know that we have all the readings to fit in.
Rehearsals:
It was suggested that we begin joint rehearsals by January 9th if possible. To facilitate these combined rehearsals and still have sufficient time to prepare the individual choruses’ music, the idea was floated that each chorus see if there is an additional rehearsal space available at the Unitarian Church and at Colonial Park U.C.C. If there is space and it is available for use, the choruses’ could alternate weeks (one at UCH, the next at UCC and so forth) with the first hour of rehearsal devoted to the combined pieces and then the groups moving to separate areas to do individual rehearsal. 

P.R.
The design work for a poster and a post card are underway. It was suggested by our PR person that we do a combined distribution of each and share the costs. 800 high quality, glossy postcards are available through Vistaprint for under $100.00 and 80 11”X20” posters on card stock can be purchased through Staples for about $145.00. (Both of these vendors often have discounts available of which we try to avail ourselves) With postage added in the total cost is approximately $500.00 total or a shared expense of $250.00 for each chorus. Postcards will be mailed by 6th February.

An article has already been submitted to the Central PA Voice and a press release has been prepared for distribution within the next two weeks. Free public access notices have already been placed with the various venues.


We will use the Season Program for the Men’s Chorus with the insert for this concert. If the Womyn have any ads that they have contracted for, along with any new ads that the men contract,  these will be included in the insert section. The insert will be run at Theatre Harrisburg as part of an ad exchange.

Fundraising:
Will the Womyn be doing a raffle at the Concerts? They’d like to include a Cape May drawing, if HGMC doesn’t mind. The Men would like to do a 50/50 and/or a basket raffle.

