Production Committee Report – December 2011
The Production Committee met on Wednesday, 7th December, at the Theatre Harrisburg Production Center. In attendance were David Walker, Artistic Director, Michael Lamberson and Paul Foltz, committee chair. Bob Eisenhour and Wayne Minich were unable to attend but they did provide questions, comments and topics for discussion via prior email.

The first topic of discussion was a wrap up of the recent Chorus Capers Cubed cabaret. There was general satisfaction with the way the cabaret went and especially the attendance. Some possible ideas for the next cabaret were to angle the platforms a little more strongly around the corner which can be tried but will be constrained by proximity to the entrance doors. Wayne has offered an additional platform to raise the center section higher by another step. The committee felt we were high enough but thought the other platform might be able to be worked into the front to give yet a further elevation as well as more visual interest. It was felt that the position of the speakers needed to be adjusted so the singers could hear the accompaniment better and possibly even using monitors for the singers. The other area where we’d like to see improvement is with some additional lighting coming at the singers from the front. What we had, worked to give atmosphere but tended to create quite a few shadows on the singers. It was decided that we would investigate lighting rental and an operator’s fee for the next cabaret we perform.
We turned our attention next to the February concert. Only four ‘stories’ have been submitted: one from a student at Big Spring High School, two from Chorus members and one from the Womyn’s Chorus with a Feminist view point. We received no responses from the Transgender community or the Lesbian Community. Rather than trying to use stories from actual published sources, it was decided that we would work with what we were given and stay open to other entries, especially encouraging a submission from the Womyn. Dave took the stories to do some editing to get them into the required 2 minute time frame. This led us directly to a discussion of the layout of the concert. It was decided that each chorus would be responsible for a total of forty minutes, which includes time for applause as well as moving on and off, the combined music would account for another 20 minutes and the readings would be 10 minutes which, along with intros and intermission, should keep us between 2 and 2 ¼ hours for the concert. Question was raised if we would invite other choruses to join in the concert but the idea was not accepted by the committee.  For the combined numbers, it was suggested that we do five; 2 at the opening, one midway and two to close. Titles that are definite are The Colors of My Life, The Gender Bender Polka, Hand in Hand by Greg Gilpen, and possibly True Colors, Love Will Always Be Our Song and/or Why We Sing. For the men’s section, Finally Here, Fireflies, Think On Me, Who will Love Me as I Am, Make Them Hear You and Come Share Our Pride have been selected along with possibly One World, Smile and/or This Little Light of Mine. Suggestion was again made to try to find music for the Lady Gaga song Born this Way. This idea is being researched.
With the time remaining, the committee reviewed the status of the June “Family Jewels” show. It was decided that we wanted to craft the concert along the lines of the Broadway concert where the entire piece was blocked out for entrances, exits, groupings as well as choralography. We need to decide as soon as possible what numbers will be fully choreographed besides All That Jazz and Sweeney Todd. The current selections that are going to be used include Old Friends, Come to the Music, Good Thing He Can’t Read my Mind, and the Gilpin Kyrie. Eric Lane Barnes has agreed to do an update of his song I Do for us and consideration is being given to combining it with Chapel of Love to form a small ‘marriage’ set. It was further decided that we would like to see a little bit of set created for this concert but that we would have to take the lead on that and not rely on Theatre Harrisburg’s tech director. Also we will need to approach Allen Marshal to see if he is available to be the lighting/sound/tech person for this concert and what he would charge.

With the reminder that in January we have to lay our plans for the 2012 -13 season, the meeting was adjourned until 5:30, Wednesday January 4th.
Respectfully submitted

Paul R. Foltz, Chair
