October Production Committee Report

On Wednesday, October 5th, the Production Committee held its first meeting of the new season. Present were Bob Eisenhour, Dave Walker and Paul Foltz. Wayne Minnich was unable to attend. A new committee member, Michael Lamberson requested to join the committee but was also unable to attend the meeting.
The first topic of the evening was the Christmas Cabaret and a review of the plans for the event. It was decided that the stage area would be rotated into the corner of the Maennerchor, away from the main entrance. It would go from the exit door up to approximately the end of the balcony staircase. The accompanist would be situated in the area just beyond the stairs. This arrangement will move the singers away from the main entrance so late comers won’t be wandering through the group and hopefully it will allow the creation of a walkway aisle along the window side of the room to better traffic flow. Bob and Wayne will once again take care of decorating the room. We want to see if Michael would like to participate in that as well.

The rental piano has been arranged from Wray’s Music. Steve Smith will be the accompanist for the Sunday shows. The proposed show week schedule would be: Monday evening full run at UCH with Tyler Canonico accompanying, Wednesday full run at the Maennerchor with Steve Smith accompanying, Friday performance at First Reformed Church in Lancaster with Tyler accompanying and two shows on Sunday the 4th with Steve accompanying. We want to check with Jose if he will once again loan us his electric keyboard for the Wednesday rehearsal and we want to get the platform dimensions from Wayne in case we want to create some elevations for the show. 

There was considerable discussion on the program order and arrangement of singers, particularly in a show with so many solos and ensemble pieces that occupied the committee’s attention.  
The next topic for discussion was the February concert, Colors of Our Lives. We decided we wanted a maximum of five reflections with a short introduction at the beginning to get the audience in tune with the concept we were trying to do. It was suggested that Dave Walker would do the introduction to the evening as the combined choruses would enter. We would then go directly into our opening numbers, probably two in total, and then move to the first reading. That would be followed by two to three songs and so the program would continue, alternating readings and music ending with several combined pieces. It was decided that, ideally, we want the reflections to include the following points of view: one gay male, one lesbian, one feminist, one transgender and one from the youth. Appeals will be made to both the choruses as well as to Common Roads, HACC Allies, and Trans Central to ask their members to submit stories for consideration. The stories should be about a transformational moment or a point of personal consciousness achievement for the writer. The submitted stories would be read but the Production Committee who would select the five to be used in the concert. Although the whole story would be printed in the program, the concert version would have to be edited, if necessary, to a maximum time length of two and a half minutes. The story’s author would be the preferred reader at the concert although they can select a personal friend to read for them. All stories to be considered would have to be submitted by Monday, November 21st either by mail to the Chorus Post Office box or electronically to the Chorus mailbox of ‘hmcconductor@gmail.com’. The discussion then revolved around various possible venues in which to perform this concert. 
After a very brief discussion on the June concerts, the meeting was adjourned. We are trying to meet on November 9th instead of the regularly schedule first Wednesday due to a dress rehearsal taking place that evening.
Respectfully Submitted

Paul Foltz, Chair

Christmas Cabaret Cubed

Show Order


Home for the Holidays


Christmas Shopping Blues


Happily Addicted to the Web (solo Ben M.)


The Elves Workout (Ensemble)


My Grown Up Christmas Wish (solo Eric L.)


It’s Christmas Time


Minka


Santa Baby (solo Joe C.)


Dominic the Donkey (Duet (?) Kevin and Terry)


Leroy the Redneck Reindeer (Ensemble)


Getting Ready for Christmas (Trio – Cliff, Miguel, David P.)


Ding-a, Ding-a, Ding


Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas


Jingle Bell Rock (w/ movement; three couples)

