Production Committee Report, August 2014

Below are some additional meeting notes that are pertinent to the committee but were not necessary to include in the Annual Report.
A) Hershey Event: Jeff reviewed the general scope and layout of the performance, including the various speakers and their topics. He also noted that a rehearsal space was being made available to the chorus for rehearsal after the performance so we won’t have to lose time traveling back to the church to do our regular rehearsal.

B) The Christmas concert was revised and some final adjustments were made to the script portion. A final draft is attached to this report. Adam brought in all the music that had arrived to date and discussed the pieces that were still being arranged. Everything is expected to be prepared by the first full rehearsal in September. He will have a memorization list prepped for then as well as start to have the parts recorded and on Musetta for the singers to rehearse. Kevin is going to work on ideas for a decorative piece that can be used on the stage and easily transported to the various venues we will be performing at this year. 
C) The spring concert will need a through line developed with introductions of who this diva/icon is and what importance they have to the LGBT community. Given the wide range of music and styles that can be represented, Adam felt it may be necessary to include solos and specialty groups (duos, trios), possibly mash-ups and montages of various songs. Suggestion was made for a “Diva –off” mash up of famous iconic female performers. Some choral works that are being considered are Copeland’s “Zion’s Walls”, “Dream with Me” by Bernstein, “Your Song” by Elton John, Garland’s “Trolley Song”, and “Crazy Little Thing Called Love” by Freddie Mercury. Other suggestions included “True Colors” by Cindy Lauper, a piece by Franz Schubert, Cole Porter, Dolly Parton, Stephen Sondheim as well as the Village People and the Beatles. Committee members were charged with developing a list of potential song candidates and why they would be icons to the LGBT community.
D) The mini “GALA” concert that is being proposed by the Hartford Gay Men’s Chorus was discussed with an overwhelming vote of support to continue with the inquiries about the event and our participation in it.

E) The meeting closed with a decision to move our regular meeting time to Monday evenings at 5:30 at the Unitarian Church. Jeff will clear the time with the Church secretary. Our next meeting will be on Monday, September 15 at 5:30 at the church.

Respectfully submitted

Paul Foltz, Chair

Lessons from Carols

Concert Order w/ quotes

Segment 1 – Stately – Concert begins without introduction

Carol of the Bells/Ding-a-Ding Mash-up

Welcome to audience by Adam ending with our first Carol quote:

In the words of Lewis Carroll: “Begin at the beginning and go on till you come to the end; then stop.”

Sir Christemas

Coventry Carol


Only I can change my life. No one can do it for me.  ~ Carol Burnett

Boar’s Head Carol – Small Ensemble 

One Equal Music

Transition Quote – A funny story or joke by a Carol still needed, possibly ending with:

Laughter is much more important than applause. Applause is almost a duty. Laughter is a reward ~ Carol Channing

Q: What's the dictionary definition of "tenor"?

A: Any baritone who joins a choir that doesn't already have enough tenors.

Q: How many second tenors does it take to change a light bulb?

A: All of them. One to change the bulb, and the rest to complain about how high it is.

Q: How many tenors does it take to change a light bulb?

A: Only one. She holds it up, and the world revolves around her.

Q: How many basses does it take to change a light bulb?

A: None. They think it's more macho to walk in the dark and bang their shins.

Q: How many choral conductors does it take to change a light bulb?

Adam: No one knows....no one's looking!
Chorus does ‘raspberries’
Segment 2 – Comic

The Restroom Door Said Gentlemen

The Most Fattening Time of the Year

The Politically Correct Deck the Halls

You shouldn’t put down a loser, Cindy, because you might be one yourself someday. Just remember that. ~ Carol Brady

Diamonds are a Girl’s Best Friend – Small Ensemble

Transition – The Carol Off (see separate page)

Segment 3 – Sentimental

Silver Bells

My life has been a tapestry of rich and royal hue, an everlasting vision of the ever

 changing view ~ Carole King

The Best is Yet to Come 

Will You Still Love Me Tomorrow

Take advantage of the fact that you’re in the minority, don’t see it as a disadvantage. You’re that much more unique when there’s fewer of you. ~ Carol Leifer

Hard Candy Christmas – Small Ensemble

Transition – You have to go through the falling down in order to learn to walk. It helps to know that you can survive it. That’s an education in itself.

It is also selfish because it makes you feel good when you help others. I’ve been helped by acts of kindness from strangers. That’s why we’re here, after all, to help others. 

                                                                                                             ~ Carol Burnett

Segment 4 – Uplifting

The Mock Turtle Song

Hey, Look Me Over

Sweet Caroline – Small Ensemble


I suddenly had this really mad desire to have an affair with a woman. I was divorced. I was childless. I figured there’s got to be one more way to really tick off my mom. ~ Carol Leifer

Hi-Di-Ho 

Final Transition (after bows?) 


By virtually all accounts, the good-natured wise-cracking Burnett seen on her variety show was the real Carol Burnett. Her beloved grandmother, Mae Eudora Jones White, died in 1967 at the age of 82, but Burnett never stopped tugging her ear at the end of every episode. This silent message was meant for her grandmother who raised her, and meant she was thinking of her at that moment. After her grandmother's death, Burnett continued the tradition.
Hamilton, her husband, wrote the theme song for The Carol Burnett Show, which she sang at the end of every episode. 
Chorus sings: "I'm so glad we had this time together, just to have a laugh or sing a song, seems we just get started and before you know it, comes the time we have to say, 'So long.'" 
As we are singing, Wayne M., dressed as the washer woman, comes on with a mop. When the song finishes, like Burnett, Wayne will wave and shout, "Good night, everybody."
***********************************************************************************

The Carol- Off

Comedy is tragedy – plus time. ~ Carol Burnett

I’m not into working out. My philosophy: No pain, no pain. ~ Carol Leifer


I have heard show business characterized as a refuge for childlike persons in flight from all things harsh and real. ~ Carroll O'Connor
No good fish goes anywhere without a porpoise. ~ Lewis Carroll

I’m not always optimistic. You wouldn’t have all cylinders cooking if you were always like Mary Poppins. ~ Carol Burnett

There’s nothing like Nashville for making records. ~ Carol Channing

Adolescence is just one big walking pimple. ~ Carol Burnett

I think the thing to remember, though, the next time you hear someone who is really certain that he is on the side of the angels, is that the idea of angels was created by human beings, who are famous for being frequently untrustworthy and occasional. ~ Jon Carroll
They don’t have to point it out or tell you. It’s always worth checking the small print.








~ Carol Brady


Relax . . . I’m just making my collar and cuffs match. ~ Carole Lombard

Giving birth is like taking your lower lip and forcing it over your head. ~ Carol Burnett

When the going gets tough, the tough get empirical. ~ Jon Carroll
I don’t have false teeth. Do you think I’d buy teeth like these? ~Carol Burnett

Six kids and no noise. That’s what’s the matter with that . . . I’ve never heard such a loud silence.





~ Carol Brady

Both my brothers became physicians and I, of course, wandered into a business where the undisciplined are welcome. ~ Carroll O'Connor
Conscience is no more than the dead speaking to us. ~ Jim Carroll, poet

Trust is like a vase, although it can be fixed when broken, it will never be the same. 

~ Carol Brady

We don’t stop going to school when we graduate. ~ Carol Burnett

Words, once they are printed, have a life of their own. ~ Carol Burnett

Nobody goes through life without a scar. ~ Carol Burnett

My parents always told me I could be anything I wanted to be. ~ Carole King

Magic lies in challenging what seems impossible ~ Carol Moseley Braun
Just be your authentic self because there’s nothing sexier or more beautiful than that. 









~ Carol Leifer

