Another fun Christmas concert, excellent January concerts over two weekends, the concert

with New Jersey Gay Men’s Chorus in Asbury Park on a flawless spring day, celebrating the

graduation of Penn State’s GLBT students, a successful Americana concert, and continuing to

hone our talents. It was, as someone once sang, a very good year.

2011–12 looks like an exciting year as well…for Harrisburg Men’s Chorus, for our audiences, and

for me.

HMC will present a full roster of four concerts: the third annual Christmas cabaret, a combined

concert with Central PA Womyn’s Chorus, the June concert, and Voices United. We’ll also have

two Rent Sundays, one in November at the Clover Lane church, one in April at the Market Street

church and, of course, we’ll sing at GALA.

Christmas will be its usual silly self. Unfortunately, we won’t be able to introduce Tyler

Canonico, our new accompanist, at that concert. Tyler attends Lebanon Valley College; their

Christmas concert is also December 4. (A grade rides on his performance at that concert.) We’ll

get to know him this fall, though, because he will be our rehearsal pianist.

Our January concert is in February this season. “The Colors of Our Lives” is a combined concert

with the Womyn, modeled after the concert we sang with NJGMC. Our contribution to the It

Gets Better movement, it will feature stories and music. The stories will be fewer and shorter.

(Editing is the essence of art, after all.)

In June, “The Family Jewels” showcases musical treasures from HMC’s past. We’ll also sing a

couple of new pieces, hoping they will become jewels, too. We’ll raid the “Jewels” program for

material for Voices United.

I truly hope we’ll be asked back to Penn State’s Lavender Graduation, PSU’s celebration for all

its graduating GLBT students on all their campuses. It takes place on the University Park campus

and tends to be an emotional roller coaster of an evening.

Then there’s GALA, July 7-11 in Denver. That’s Colorado, not the Denver near Ephrata.

Now it gets personal. Most of you know that this is my last year as Artistic Director of HMC. It is

my decision and isn’t the result of anything but age. I’m a self-taught director and I’ll be 65 this

October. HMC is on the edge of becoming a truly great men’s chorus, gay or otherwise. You’ve

worked hard for it and you deserve a younger, less-predictable director who can take you to

that next level. I am unspeakably grateful for the years I’ve been with you. To quote a song

from Promises, Promises, “Knowing when to leave may be the smartest thing that anyone can

learn.” I think it’s time to leave.

Not quietly, however. No lame duck I.

I’ve kept three things in mind while programming the 2011–12 season: what fits the theme of

the concert, what you’ve suggested we sing, and what I want as my last concert. I’m perfectly

happy if HMC is the last group I stand in front of waving my arms. I never really seriously

thought I’d ever direct anything. The question became, “How do I want to say goodbye to HMC

and to our audiences?”

Our Christmas cabaret will be its usual fun self, except that we’ll have one sort-of serious

song, Mark Hayes’ arrangement of “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas.” It’s a gorgeous

arrangement written for specifically for men and is exactly right for my last Christmas concert. It

won’t be the finale; it’s just in there, part of the program, but it’s there.

“The Colors of My Life” is a song from the musical, Barnum. It fits the idea of the It Gets Better

quite well. Some of you may remember “One World” from the New Jersey concert…we’ll sing

that, although maybe not quite as fast. One of the combined chorus numbers, I hope, will

be “The Gender Polka.” “Gender bending’s so much fun;/Confuses almost ev’ryone.” I also

want to bring in either (or both) “Fireflies” and “Smile,” two new-ish tunes I’ve come to love

and which fit nicely. Again, those of you who sang in Jersey may recall “Think on Me”; that’s

a definite. I’m also considering “This Little Light of Mine” and “Who Will Love Me As I Am” for

either this concert or “The Family Jewels.”

“The Family Jewels” starts my final concert series with you. Among the jewels are “Sweeney

Todd,” one of our darkest jewels, “All That Jazz,” one of our chorolographic jewels, “Old Friend,”

a hankie jewel, “I Do” and “Make Them Hear You,” social commentary jewels, and “Over the

Rainbow” and “Summertime,” among others. A new jewel is a completely insane version

of “Skip to My Lou” by Greg Gilpin. It’s one of the gayest numbers I’ve ever heard, and I mean

that in a good way. The concert ends with Joe Martin’s “Come to the Music,” a choral jewel if

ever there was one.

We’ll pull our GALA program from “The Family Jewels.” Our main stage program will probably

be “Sweeney,” “Old Friend,” “I Do,” “In My Life,” “Skip to My Lou” and “Come to the Music.”

If there’s time, we’ll include “Over the Rainbow” or “Summertime.” Choruses were asked if

they’d like to participate in other concerts in smaller venues, so we may have one or two shorter

concerts, and maybe we’ll bring back “Fireflies” or “Smile” for them.

This brings us to July 28, 2012. I think we may pull rank and do the whole GALA main stage

concert. No matter what, however, I want “Come to the Music” to be our last song together,

and I want “The Awakening” to be the last combined chorus number. I cannot think of a better

way to say goodbye than “Let music live!”

We’ll try some new breathing exercises this year. I’m concerned about us, many of us men of a

certain age, singing at the mile-high altitude. What I’ve been told is that one needs to breathe

more often and more deeply and one should always be drinking water. Of course, the best

thing would be to get there about a week beforehand and acclimate accordingly. Yeah. That’ll

happen. So we need to work on breathing and drinking (water).

You should have all your Christmas (and maybe February) music along with the rehearsal CDs

and practice/memorization schedule when we get together again September 12.

I look forward to this season with you.

David Walker, Artistic Director

Harrisburg Men’s Chorus
